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Greenlife Industry Victoria Plant of the Year Application Form
For 2027 and 2028 Awards

Section 1: Applicant Details

Applicant name (and ACN or ABN)

Southern Flora Innovations Pty Ltd (ABN 61 248 553 901)

Contact details

Contact hame Emily Dawson
Email address emily@southernflorainnovations.com.au
Phone number 0418 555 204

Is the applicant the breeder?

Yes D No

If no, please provide:
e Breeder name
e Relationship to the breeder

Breeder: Mateo Villanueva

Relationship to breeder: Southern Flora Innovations Pty Ltd is the exclusive Australian marketing and
distribution partner for this variety.

What is the basis of the applicant’s right to enter this plant in the Greenlife Industry
Victoria Plant of the Year?

For example: the applicant bred the plant, the applicant holds Plant Breeder's Rights in relation to the plant, the
applicant is otherwise entitled to exploit the plant commmercially.

Southern Flora Innovations Pty Ltd holds the exclusive rights to market, distribute
and promote Salvia ‘Sunset Velvet’ across Australia and New Zealand.

Are you a member of a Greenlife Industry Association?
Please provide your state and member number. If unknown, leave blank.

Yes - Greenlife Industry Victoria Member #11824




Section 2: Plant Overview

Botanical name of variety
(Genus / species / cultivar / trade name)

Salvia hybrida ‘Sunset Velvet’ PBR

Award year you are entering for

For this year only, applications are open for both the 2027 and 2028 awards. Select the year(s) that best align
with your plant’'s commmercial availability. Applications will be judged concurrently, however 2028 results will not
be announced until December 2027. You may apply for both years (a separate entry fee applies for each year
entered).

[]]2027 2028

In 100 words or less, please tell us why you think this plant deserves recognition as
Plant of the Year.

Salvia ‘Sunset Velvet represents a new generation of ornamental salvias, combining
exceptional flowering performance, drought resilience, pollinator appeal and
low-maintenance growth in one highly versatile garden plant. Producing masses of
rich crimson flower spikes from spring through autumn, it delivers long-lasting
seasonal colour while maintaining a naturally compact growth habit. Proven across
Australian production and landscape trials, the variety demonstrates strong climate
adaptability, disease resistance and commercial reliability. ‘Sunset Velvet’
successfully combines ornamental appeal, environmental resilience and market
relevance, making it an outstanding candidate for Plant of the Year.

Short description of the plant

Include dimensions at maturity and key characteristics. This information may be used for promotional purposes

Salvia ‘Sunset Velvet' is a vibrant flowering perennial bred for long-lasting garden
performance and modern low-maintenance landscapes.

- Masses of rich crimson flower spikes from spring to autumn

- Naturally compact growth habit reaching approximately 80cm high x 90cm wide
- Excellent drought tolerance once established

- Strong attraction to bees, butterflies and other pollinators

- Ideal for garden beds, containers, streetscapes and landscape plantings
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Growing regions and climate suitability
Please describe the climates and regions to which the plant is best adapted. E.g. tropical, sub-tropical, cold

temperature, warm temperature, arid, indoor, other.

Salvia ‘Sunset Velvet' performs best in:

- Temperate climates

- Warm temperate climates

- Mediterranean climates

- Subtropical regions with good drainage

The variety performs well in full sun to part shade and is suitable for a broad range of
Australian growing conditions.

Has this cultivar ever been declared as a weed in any state or territory? If yes, please
provide details.

No.

No known declarations, restrictions or listings apply in any Australian state or
territory.
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Section 3: Judging Criteria

Please respond to each of the three assessment criteria. Include evidence wherever
possible to support your claims (see criteria for further evidence notes). Evidence will not
be included in the word count. We recommend responses of no more than 250 words.

Sensory appeal

Salvia ‘Sunset Velvet' delivers exceptional sensory appeal through its rich floral
colour, prolonged flowering period, compact growth habit, and strong interaction with
pollinators, creating a visually dynamic and engaging garden experience across
multiple seasons. The plant produces masses of velvety crimson flower spikes
continuously from spring through autumn, providing long-lasting colour and texture in
both residential and commercial landscapes.

The deep crimson blooms create strong visual contrast against dense green
aromatic foliage, giving the plant outstanding ornamental impact in garden beds,
containers, and mass plantings. During peak flowering periods, the plant develops
into a dense mound of colour that performs equally well as a feature specimen or as
part of broader landscape designs. The flowers themselves possess a soft velvet-like
appearance, enhancing the premium presentation quality of the variety at both retail
and garden level.

The aromatic foliage adds another sensory dimension to the plant. When brushed or
handled, the leaves release a light herbal fragrance typical of quality salvias, helping
create a more immersive garden experience. The naturally compact and rounded
habit also contributes to the plant’s overall visual appeal by maintaining a neat and
tidy presentation with minimal maintenance.

A major component of the variety’s appeal is its strong attraction to pollinators. Bees,
butterflies, and beneficial insects are consistently drawn to the flowers throughout the
flowering season, bringing movement and biodiversity into the landscape. In
particular, the variety has demonstrated strong visitation from native bees, further
enhancing its ecological and visual value.

Its versatility further strengthens its sensory impact. ‘Sunset Velvet’ performs equally
well in decorative containers, pollinator gardens, streetscapes, mixed borders, and
large-scale landscape applications. The combination of vivid flower colour, aromatic
foliage, pollinator activity, and prolonged flowering creates a rich sensory experience
that elevates the plant beyond a standard ornamental salvia.
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Why these are strong ‘sensory appeal’ answers

A strong sensory appeal section does more than simply describe a plant as attractive. The
best applications explain how the plant creates visual impact and why it stands out from
similar varieties already on the market.

This example works well because it combines multiple sensory elements rather than
focusing on just one feature. It highlights:

» flower colour

» flower texture

» foliage contrast

» fragrance

e pollinator activity

e |long seasonal performance

The use of descriptive horticultural language such as “velvety crimson flower spikes” and
‘dense mound of colour” helps create a premium image of the plant while allowing judges
to easily visualise its landscape impact.

Another strength is that the section balances beauty with practical garden performance.
Rather than sounding overly promotional, it explains why the plant remains visually
appealing through prolonged flowering, compact growth, and reliable presentation over
time.

Including pollinator activity also strengthens the answer by connecting ornamental value
with biodiversity and sustainability trends currently influencing consumer
purchasing decisions.

Overall, this section succeeds because it combines emotional appeal, technical credibility,
and consumer relevance while maintaining a professional and commercially focused tone.



Growth & performance

Salvia ‘Sunset Velvet' has demonstrated exceptional growth performance, flowering
consistency, and environmental adaptability through extensive Australian production
and landscape trials. The variety naturally forms a dense, rounded shrub reaching
approximately 80cm high and 90cm wide at maturity, maintaining a highly
presentable form with minimal pruning or maintenance requirements.

One of the strongest performance attributes of the variety is its prolonged flowering
period. Strong flowering begins in spring and continues consistently through summer
and autumn, producing masses of upright crimson flower spikes over many months.
Unlike many traditional salvias that become sparse or decline during periods of heat
stress, ‘Sunset Velvet’ maintains strong flowering intensity and foliage quality
throughout extended warm conditions.

The variety performs best in full sun to part shade and adapts well to a broad range
of well-drained soil types. Once established, the plant demonstrates excellent
drought tolerance and reduced irrigation requirements, making it highly suitable for
waterwise landscapes, public gardens, streetscapes, and low-maintenance
residential settings.

Commercial production trials undertaken in Victoria demonstrated strong propagation
success, rapid establishment, and highly consistent branching. Plants developed
dense root systems with strong pot-fill performance, contributing to excellent
transplant reliability and improved retail presentation quality. The variety also
maintained foliage density and flowering intensity during extended nursery
production cycles.

Landscape trials across Victoria, New South Wales, and South Australia confirmed
strong adaptability to varying environmental conditions including coastal exposure,
inland heat, and cooler southern climates. Trial plants consistently maintained
compact growth habit, flowering performance, and foliage quality across all
monitored sites.

Importantly, ‘Sunset Velvet’ demonstrated strong resistance to common fungal
issues associated with salvias, particularly powdery mildew. This resistance
improves long-term garden performance while reducing chemical intervention
requirements during nursery production and landscape maintenance. The
combination of prolonged flowering, climate adaptability, drought resilience, and
low-maintenance growth makes the variety a highly dependable ornamental
perennial for Australian conditions.
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Why these are strong ‘growth & performance’ answers

Growth & performance sections are critical because they demonstrate whether a plant is
genuinely reliable under real-world growing conditions. Strong answers provide evidence-
based observations rather than broad marketing claims.

This example works well because it combines:

e technical production detail
o climate adaptability

o flowering performance

e mMmaintenance requirements
e commercial nursery value

The section clearly explains the mature size, flowering duration, environmental
adaptability, and low-maintenance nature of the variety. This helps judges understand how
the plant performs beyond a simple retail presentation.

A major strength is the inclusion of trial outcomes (images and descriptions) and
environmental conditions, such as:

e Victorian production trials
e interstate landscape trials
e coastal exposure

e inland heat

e cooler southern climates

Mentioning these adds credibility and demonstrates that the claims are supported
by real Australian growing conditions.

The response also performs well because it considers both nursery production and
landscape outcomes, including:

e propagation success

e root development

e container performance
o transplant reliability

e garden durability

The response mentions powdery mildew resistance, which is also valuable because it
strengthens the sustainability message while demonstrating reduced maintenance and
chemical input requirements.

Overall, the section sounds practical, commercially realistic, and technically informed
without becoming overly complex or exaggerated.

One thing missing from this section could be the inclusion of 3 party trialling or
commentary from 3 parties on its traits/features.



Innovation & marketability

Salvia ‘Sunset Velvet’ was developed specifically to meet increasing consumer
demand for climate-resilient, low-maintenance ornamental plants capable of delivering
strong seasonal performance under Australian growing conditions. The variety
represents a significant advancement in ornamental salvia breeding through its
combination of prolonged flowering, compact growth habit, improved environmental
resilience, and enhanced retail presentation quality.

The breeding program focused on combining several commercially desirable traits into
a single cultivar, including extended flowering duration, improved branching structure,
strong colour saturation, drought resilience, and improved disease resistance. The
result is a salvia that maintains premium ornamental presentation with significantly
reduced maintenance requirements compared with many traditional salvia varieties
currently available in the market.

One of the key innovations of the variety is its ability to maintain dense flowering
performance across extended seasonal periods while retaining a naturally compact
and rounded structure. Unlike many salvias that become woody or require frequent
rejuvenation pruning, ‘Sunset Velvet’ maintains strong foliage density and flowering
intensity with minimal intervention.

The variety also aligns strongly with current gardening trends focused on sustainability,
pollinator-friendly planting, and waterwise landscaping. Increasing consumer interest in
biodiversity-supportive gardens has created strong demand for ornamental plants that
provide nectar resources for beneficial insects and native pollinators. ‘Sunset Velvet’
responds directly to this trend through its prolonged flowering period and demonstrated
attraction to pollinators inc European and Australian native bees and native butterflies.

Its compact habit and prolonged colour make it particularly well suited to modern
outdoor entertaining spaces and smaller residential gardens.

From a production and retail perspective, the variety offers significant commercial
advantages. Strong propagation success, uniform branching, excellent container
performance, and improved transport resilience support efficient large-scale nursery
production. The compact growth habit also improves bench density and freight
efficiency while maintaining strong presentation quality throughout the retail supply
chain.

The vibrant flower colour and long flowering performance create strong visual impact at
retail level, supporting impulse purchasing behaviour and broad consumer appeal. The
variety is highly suitable for independent garden centres, landscape supply nurseries,
online retailers, and major retail programs including Bunnings. Its combination of
ornamental performance, environmental resilience, pollinator support, and commercial
reliability positions Salvia ‘Sunset Velvet’ as an innovative and highly marketable
ornamental perennial for the Australian horticultural industry.
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Why these are strong ‘innovation & marketability’ answers

Innovation & marketability sections explain why a plant is commercially important and how
it differs from existing varieties already available in the market.

This example works well because it identifies both the breeding objectives and the
consumer trends driving demand for the plant. Rather than simply describing the variety
as “new,” it explains how the plant responds to current market needs including:

e low-maintenance gardening
e drought tolerance

o pollinator-friendly landscapes
e sustainability

e climate resilience

The section also demonstrates strong industry understanding by discussing benefits
across the entire supply chain, including:

e growers
e retailers
e |andscapers
e consumers

Mentioning production advantages such as propagation efficiency, transport resilience,
and retail presentation quality adds technical and commmercial credibility to the application.

Another strength is that the answer balances consumer-focused marketing with practical
nursery production considerations. This makes the application feel more professional and
commercially aware.

Including both independent garden centres and major retailers such as Bunnings also
reinforces the plant’s broad market potential across multiple sales channels.

Overall, this section succeeds because it clearly explains:

o what makes the plant different

e why consumers would want it

e why growers and retailers would support it

e how it aligns with the future direction of the horticultural industry



Section 4: Commercial Readiness

Date first available for retail sale

Spring 2025

Where is/will the plant be sold?

Salvia ‘Sunset Velvet’ will be available through:

- Independent garden centres

- Landscape supply nurseries

- Online plant retailers

- Selected national retail partners, including Bunnings
- Wholesale nursery distribution networks

Please describe your current production capacity, availability pipeline and ability to
meet anticipated market demand.

Southern Flora Innovations Pty Ltd has worked closely with licensed production
partners to ensure sufficient stock is available to meet increased consumer demand
following any Plant of the Year recognition. Current production forecasts for the 2025—
26 season exceed 30,000 units across participating growers, with additional
propagation stock established to support future production increases if required.

Salvia ‘Sunset Velvet’ has demonstrated strong propagation success, reliable crop
uniformity, and efficient production scheduling, providing growers with confidence to
scale production as demand grows. These characteristics have allowed the variety to
move successfully from trial production into commercial supply.

Stock will be available through a network of independent garden centres, landscape
supply nurseries, online plant retailers, and selected national retail partners, including
Bunnings. Retail support materials, plant labels, point-of-sale collateral, and consumer
care information have been developed to support stockists and maximise consumer
success with the variety.

Should demand exceed initial forecasts, existing propagation systems and grower
capacity provide flexibility to increase production for future seasons while maintaining
plant quality and consistency. Ongoing collaboration between growers, retailers, and
distribution partners will ensure supply can respond effectively to market demand.

With established production programs, national distribution channels, and the ability to
scale output when required, Southern Flora Innovations is well positioned to support
increased consumer demand generated through Plant of the Year recognition.
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Why this is a strong ‘production and supply’ answer

This response works well because it gives judges confidence that increased publicity will
not result in supply shortages. It demonstrates that planning has already occurred and that
the plant is commmercially ready rather than still being tested or developed.

The response addresses several areas judges and industry stakeholders typically look for:

o Current production capacity — providing a realistic production figure shows
the plant is already moving through commercial channels.

o Scalability - it explains how production could increase if demand exceeds
expectations.

o Supply chain readiness - it references growers, retailers, and distribution
partners, demonstrating a coordinated approach.

» Retail availability - it clearly identifies where consumers will be able to
purchase the plant.

» Marketing support - labels, POS material, and consumer information show
preparation beyond simply growing stock.

 Commercial confidence - the language is practical and evidence-based
rather than promotional.

Strong answers to this question reassure judges that the entrant can successfully capitalise
on any publicity generated by the award and deliver a positive experience for growers,
retailers, and consumers. The best responses demonstrate not only that stock exists today,
but that systems are in place to support future growth if demand increases significantly.



Description and evidence of trials in Australia
Include information about trial locations, climatic zones, duration, performance outcomes and documented

observations

Initial propagation assessments for Salvia ‘Sunset Velvet' commenced in Victoria during 2020 to evaluate strike
rates, root development, branching consistency, and container performance under commercial nursery conditions.
The variety demonstrated strong rooting success, rapid establishment, and uniform growth across multiple batches.
Following extensive and ultimately successful propagation trials, production material was distributed to growers and
trial sites across Victoria, New South Wales and, South Australia, to assess performance under a range of
Australian climatic conditions including coastal exposure, inland heat, and cooler southern environments.
Throughout the trial program, ‘Sunset Velvet’ consistently demonstrated strong flowering performance, compact
growth habit, excellent foliage quality, and good drought tolerance once established. The variety also showed strong
resistance to powdery mildew, with no significant pest or disease issues observed during the trial period.

Please describe how you would support promotion of this plant if selected as a

finalist or winner.
You may wish to include information about photography, marketing assets, retail support materials, social

media activity, media opportunities and other promotional activities.

Southern Flora Innovations would actively support promotional activities associated
with Plant of the Year through the provision of professional photography, video
assets, plant information, grower interviews and consumer-facing content.

Existing marketing assets include product photography, point-of-sale material, bench
cards, plant labels, website content and social media resources.

The business would support media opportunities, retailer communications, industry
promotions and digital marketing campaigns to maximise awareness of the plant
throughout the award year.

Outline any ideas you have for showcasing or promoting this plant through

Melbourne International Flower & Garden Show.
Examples may include displays, demonstrations, giveaways, media opportunities, retail activations, educational
content or consumer engagement activities.

Salvia ‘Sunset Velvet' lends itself strongly to Melbourne International Flower &
Garden Show activation opportunities.

Potential initiatives include:

- Feature plantings within display gardens

- Consumer giveaway promotions

- Pollinator-friendly garden demonstrations

- Educational content highlighting drought tolerance and biodiversity benefits
- Media interviews and grower presentations

The variety's vibrant flower colour and long flowering period make it particularly
effective as a visual feature plant within show displays and promotional campaigns.

Do you have a media contact/representative?
Name, position, phone, email

Emily Dawson | Marketing & Product Development Manager | 0418 555 204 | emily@southernflorainnovations.com.au
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Why this is a strong ‘trials in Australia’ answer

This section works well because it gives clear evidence that the plant has been tested
under real Australian growing conditions rather than simply being described from a
marketing perspective.

A strong trials section should show:

e where the plant was tested

e what was being assessed

 how the plant performed

e and why those results matter commmercially.

This answer does that in a concise and professional way.

The answer also includes details around:

e propagation assessments
e root development

e branching consistency

e container performance

This helps demonstrate that the plant has been evaluated from a production nursery
perspective, not just as a finished retail product. This is important because judges want
confidence that the plant performs reliably throughout the supply chain.

Mentioning multiple states also strengthens credibility by showing the variety has been
exposed to a broad range of climatic conditions. The answer mentions:

e Victoria
e New South Wales
e South Australia

Another strength is that the section balances technical detail with readability. It provides
enough information to sound informed and commercially realistic without becoming
overly scientific or difficult to read.

Including observations around:

o flowering performance
e drought tolerance

e compact habit

o disease resistance

helps reinforce the key strengths already discussed elsewhere in the application while
supporting them with trial evidence.

Overall, this section is effective because it feels practical, believable, and commercially
relevant while remaining concise and easy for judges to assess quickly.



Plant of the Year example

of additional information

Salvia ‘Sunset Velvet’

BOLD COLOUR. TOUGH PERFORMER. POLLINATOR MAGNET.
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long-lasting tolerant butterflies & birds maintenance
flowers
PLANT INFORMATION A GLANCE GROWTH & PERFORMANCE
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Trials across multiple locations in Victoria, New South Wales and South Australia have demonstrated consisteot results for growth, flowering,
stress tolerance and adaptability in a range of landscapes and climates.
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Overall tips for Plant of the Year applicants

The strongest Plant of the Year applications usually stand out because they balance good
horticultural knowledge with strong presentation and commercial understanding. A plant
may look impressive, but judges also want to know how it performs, how it fits current
market trends, and why it deserves attention over similar varieties already available.

One of the biggest mistakes applicants make is relying too heavily on generic statements
like:

e “long flowering”

e ‘low maintenance”
e “hardy”

* ‘great for gardens”

Most entries will make similar claims. Stronger applications explain why the plant is different
and support those claims with examples, trial observations, or production experience.

Clearly explain the point of difference

A good application should quickly communicate what makes the plant unique. That could
include:

e alonger flowering period

e improved disease resistance

e stronger heat tolerance

o better retail presentation

e improved pollinator value

e or reduced maintenance requirements.

The strongest entries explain not only what the plant does well, but also why that matters
to growers, retailers, landscapers, and home gardeners.

Use real evidence

Applications become far more convincing when they include real observations from
production or garden trials.

This does not need to be overly scientific. Even practical information can significantly
strengthen an application, such as:

e where the plant was trialled

e how it handled summer heat

e rooting success during propagation

o flowering consistency

o feedback from growers and other 3 parties

Judges are looking for confidence that the plant performs reliably under Australian
conditions, not just under ideal nursery conditions or in promotional photography.



Think about the entire supply chain

The best submissions consider more than just consumer appeal. Applicants should think
about:

¢ how easy the plant is to grow

¢ how well it transports

e how it performs at retail level

e whether it suits landscape use

e how consumers are likely to respond to it long-term.

Showing awareness of the full horticultural industry demonstrates a stronger commercial
understanding and helps the application feel more complete.

Images matter more than people think

Good photography can dramatically improve the overall quality of an application. A strong
image set usually includes:

e a hero flowering shot close-up flower detail
e mature plant habit

e |andscape use

e production nursery images

o retail presentation pollinator activity

e branding or label examples.

The goal is to help judges visualise how the plant performs across different stages of
production and use.

Professional-looking images immediately make an application feel more credible and
polished.

This application includes an image page, which reads well, but what will elevate it most
from here is:

e professional image captions
e trial photo labels
e branded annotations/callouts

Small, professional design elements make applications and commercial trial documents
feel more polished, easier to assess visually, and substantially more real and industry-
grade.

For example:

» “Victorian production trial — summer flowering flush”

e “South Australian landscape performance — second year growth”
e “Retail-ready 200mm presentation”

e “Pollinator activity during peak flowering”

e “Container performance under reduced irrigation”



Keep the tone professional

Applications generally read better when they sound confident and informed rather than
overly promotional.

Instead of making exaggerated claims, stronger entries explain:

e how the plant performs
e where it performs well
» and what makes it commercially or horticulturally valuable.

A clear, practical tone tends to feel more trustworthy and professional.

Show awareness of current trends

Plants that align with current gardening and landscape trends often feel more relevant
and commercially valuable. This may include:

e drought tolerance

o pollinator-friendly planting

o biodiversity

e climate resilience

e compact gardens

e |low-maintenance landscapes
» waterwise gardening

Judges are often looking for plants that represent where horticulture is heading, not just
what looks attractive today.

Presentation is important

Well-structured applications are easier to read and easier to judge. Simple things can
make a big difference to how professional the application feels overall, such as:

e clear headings

e consistent formatting
e |ogical flow

e image captions

e concise paragraphs

The strongest entries usually feel organised, considered, and visually balanced.
Tell a story
The best applications feel connected from beginning to end.

Rather than reading like separate answers pasted into a form, strong entries create a clear
narrative around:

o the breeding objective

o the plant’s performance

e its commercial value

e and why it deserves recognition.

That sense of story and purpose is often what separates a good submission from a
genuinely memorable one.



Plant of the Year example

of additional information
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	Why these are strong ‘sensory appeal’ answers


	Applicant name and ACN or ABNRow1: Southern Flora Innovations Pty Ltd (ABN 61 248 553 901)
	Contact name: Emily Dawson
	Email address: emily@southernflorainnovations.com.au
	Phone number: 0418 555 204
	If no please provide  Breeder name  Relationship to the breederRow1: Breeder: Mateo Villanueva

Relationship to breeder: Southern Flora Innovations Pty Ltd is the exclusive Australian marketing and distribution partner for this variety.
	What is the basis of the applicants right to enter this plant in the Greenlife Industry Victoria Plant of the Year For example the applicant bred the plant the applicant holds Plant Breeders Rights in relation to the plant the applicant is otherwise entitled to exploit the plant commerciallyRow1: Southern Flora Innovations Pty Ltd holds the exclusive rights to market, distribute and promote Salvia ‘Sunset Velvet’ across Australia and New Zealand.
	Are you a member of a Greenlife Industry Association Please provide your state and member number If unknown leave blankRow1: Yes - Greenlife Industry Victoria Member #11824
	Botanical name of variety Genus  species  cultivar  trade nameRow1: Salvia hybrida ‘Sunset Velvet’ PBR
	In 100 words or less please tell us why you think this plant deserves recognition as Plant of the YearRow1: Salvia ‘Sunset Velvet’ represents a new generation of ornamental salvias, combining exceptional flowering performance, drought resilience, pollinator appeal and low-maintenance growth in one highly versatile garden plant. Producing masses of rich crimson flower spikes from spring through autumn, it delivers long-lasting seasonal colour while maintaining a naturally compact growth habit. Proven across Australian production and landscape trials, the variety demonstrates strong climate adaptability, disease resistance and commercial reliability. ‘Sunset Velvet’ successfully combines ornamental appeal, environmental resilience and market relevance, making it an outstanding candidate for Plant of the Year.
	Short description of the plant Include dimensions at maturity and key characteristics This information may be used for promotional purposesRow1: Salvia ‘Sunset Velvet’ is a vibrant flowering perennial bred for long-lasting garden performance and modern low-maintenance landscapes.

- Masses of rich crimson flower spikes from spring to autumn
- Naturally compact growth habit reaching approximately 80cm high x 90cm wide
- Excellent drought tolerance once established
- Strong attraction to bees, butterflies and other pollinators
- Ideal for garden beds, containers, streetscapes and landscape plantings
	Growing regions and climate suitability Please describe the climates and regions to which the plant is best adapted Eg tropical subtropical cold temperature warm temperature arid indoor otherRow1: Salvia ‘Sunset Velvet’ performs best in:

- Temperate climates
- Warm temperate climates
- Mediterranean climates
- Subtropical regions with good drainage

The variety performs well in full sun to part shade and is suitable for a broad range of Australian growing conditions.
	Has this cultivar ever been declared as a weed in any state or territory If yes please provide detailsRow1: No.

No known declarations, restrictions or listings apply in any Australian state or territory.
	Sensory appeal Consider colour form foliage flowering fragrance seasonal interest and overall visual appealRow1: Salvia ‘Sunset Velvet’ delivers exceptional sensory appeal through its rich floral colour, prolonged flowering period, compact growth habit, and strong interaction with pollinators, creating a visually dynamic and engaging garden experience across multiple seasons. The plant produces masses of velvety crimson flower spikes continuously from spring through autumn, providing long-lasting colour and texture in both residential and commercial landscapes.

The deep crimson blooms create strong visual contrast against dense green aromatic foliage, giving the plant outstanding ornamental impact in garden beds, containers, and mass plantings. During peak flowering periods, the plant develops into a dense mound of colour that performs equally well as a feature specimen or as part of broader landscape designs. The flowers themselves possess a soft velvet-like appearance, enhancing the premium presentation quality of the variety at both retail and garden level.

The aromatic foliage adds another sensory dimension to the plant. When brushed or handled, the leaves release a light herbal fragrance typical of quality salvias, helping create a more immersive garden experience. The naturally compact and rounded habit also contributes to the plant’s overall visual appeal by maintaining a neat and tidy presentation with minimal maintenance.

A major component of the variety’s appeal is its strong attraction to pollinators. Bees, butterflies, and beneficial insects are consistently drawn to the flowers throughout the flowering season, bringing movement and biodiversity into the landscape. In particular, the variety has demonstrated strong visitation from native bees, further enhancing its ecological and visual value.

Its versatility further strengthens its sensory impact. ‘Sunset Velvet’ performs equally well in decorative containers, pollinator gardens, streetscapes, mixed borders, and large-scale landscape applications. The combination of vivid flower colour, aromatic foliage, pollinator activity, and prolonged flowering creates a rich sensory experience that elevates the plant beyond a standard ornamental salvia.


	Growth  performance Consider climate adaptability drought tolerance pest and disease resistance production efficiency and landscape performanceRow1: Salvia ‘Sunset Velvet’ has demonstrated exceptional growth performance, flowering consistency, and environmental adaptability through extensive Australian production and landscape trials. The variety naturally forms a dense, rounded shrub reaching approximately 80cm high and 90cm wide at maturity, maintaining a highly presentable form with minimal pruning or maintenance requirements.

One of the strongest performance attributes of the variety is its prolonged flowering period. Strong flowering begins in spring and continues consistently through summer and autumn, producing masses of upright crimson flower spikes over many months. Unlike many traditional salvias that become sparse or decline during periods of heat stress, ‘Sunset Velvet’ maintains strong flowering intensity and foliage quality throughout extended warm conditions.

The variety performs best in full sun to part shade and adapts well to a broad range of well-drained soil types. Once established, the plant demonstrates excellent drought tolerance and reduced irrigation requirements, making it highly suitable for waterwise landscapes, public gardens, streetscapes, and low-maintenance residential settings.

Commercial production trials undertaken in Victoria demonstrated strong propagation success, rapid establishment, and highly consistent branching. Plants developed dense root systems with strong pot-fill performance, contributing to excellent transplant reliability and improved retail presentation quality. The variety also maintained foliage density and flowering intensity during extended nursery production cycles.

Landscape trials across Victoria, New South Wales, and South Australia confirmed strong adaptability to varying environmental conditions including coastal exposure, inland heat, and cooler southern climates. Trial plants consistently maintained compact growth habit, flowering performance, and foliage quality across all monitored sites.

Importantly, ‘Sunset Velvet’ demonstrated strong resistance to common fungal issues associated with salvias, particularly powdery mildew. This resistance improves long-term garden performance while reducing chemical intervention requirements during nursery production and landscape maintenance. The combination of prolonged flowering, climate adaptability, drought resilience, and low-maintenance growth makes the variety a highly dependable ornamental perennial for Australian conditions.


	Innovation  marketability Consider unique features consumer appeal market opportunity improvements over existing varieties and commercial potentialRow1: Salvia ‘Sunset Velvet’ was developed specifically to meet increasing consumer demand for climate-resilient, low-maintenance ornamental plants capable of delivering strong seasonal performance under Australian growing conditions. The variety represents a significant advancement in ornamental salvia breeding through its combination of prolonged flowering, compact growth habit, improved environmental resilience, and enhanced retail presentation quality.

The breeding program focused on combining several commercially desirable traits into a single cultivar, including extended flowering duration, improved branching structure, strong colour saturation, drought resilience, and improved disease resistance. The result is a salvia that maintains premium ornamental presentation with significantly reduced maintenance requirements compared with many traditional salvia varieties currently available in the market.

One of the key innovations of the variety is its ability to maintain dense flowering performance across extended seasonal periods while retaining a naturally compact and rounded structure. Unlike many salvias that become woody or require frequent rejuvenation pruning, ‘Sunset Velvet’ maintains strong foliage density and flowering intensity with minimal intervention.

The variety also aligns strongly with current gardening trends focused on sustainability, pollinator-friendly planting, and waterwise landscaping. Increasing consumer interest in biodiversity-supportive gardens has created strong demand for ornamental plants that provide nectar resources for beneficial insects and native pollinators. ‘Sunset Velvet’ responds directly to this trend through its prolonged flowering period and demonstrated attraction to pollinators inc European and Australian native bees and native butterflies.

Its compact habit and prolonged colour make it particularly well suited to modern outdoor entertaining spaces and smaller residential gardens.

From a production and retail perspective, the variety offers significant commercial advantages. Strong propagation success, uniform branching, excellent container performance, and improved transport resilience support efficient large-scale nursery production. The compact growth habit also improves bench density and freight efficiency while maintaining strong presentation quality throughout the retail supply chain.

The vibrant flower colour and long flowering performance create strong visual impact at retail level, supporting impulse purchasing behaviour and broad consumer appeal. The variety is highly suitable for independent garden centres, landscape supply nurseries, online retailers, and major retail programs including Bunnings. Its combination of ornamental performance, environmental resilience, pollinator support, and commercial reliability positions Salvia ‘Sunset Velvet’ as an innovative and highly marketable ornamental perennial for the Australian horticultural industry.
	Date first available for retail saleRow1: Spring 2025
	Where iswill the plant be soldRow1: Salvia ‘Sunset Velvet’ will be available through:
- Independent garden centres
- Landscape supply nurseries
- Online plant retailers
- Selected national retail partners, including Bunnings
- Wholesale nursery distribution networks
	Please describe your current production capacity availability pipeline and ability to meet anticipated market demand You may wish to include details of current stock levels future production plans and how quickly additional plants could be supplied if demand increases following Plant of the Year recognitionRow1: Southern Flora Innovations Pty Ltd has worked closely with licensed production partners to ensure sufficient stock is available to meet increased consumer demand following any Plant of the Year recognition. Current production forecasts for the 2025–26 season exceed 30,000 units across participating growers, with additional propagation stock established to support future production increases if required.

Salvia ‘Sunset Velvet’ has demonstrated strong propagation success, reliable crop uniformity, and efficient production scheduling, providing growers with confidence to scale production as demand grows. These characteristics have allowed the variety to move successfully from trial production into commercial supply.

Stock will be available through a network of independent garden centres, landscape supply nurseries, online plant retailers, and selected national retail partners, including Bunnings. Retail support materials, plant labels, point-of-sale collateral, and consumer care information have been developed to support stockists and maximise consumer success with the variety.

Should demand exceed initial forecasts, existing propagation systems and grower capacity provide flexibility to increase production for future seasons while maintaining plant quality and consistency. Ongoing collaboration between growers, retailers, and distribution partners will ensure supply can respond effectively to market demand.

With established production programs, national distribution channels, and the ability to scale output when required, Southern Flora Innovations is well positioned to support increased consumer demand generated through Plant of the Year recognition.
	Description and evidence of trials in Australia Include information about trial locations climatic zones duration performance outcomes and documented observationsRow1: Initial propagation assessments for Salvia ‘Sunset Velvet’ commenced in Victoria during 2020 to evaluate strike rates, root development, branching consistency, and container performance under commercial nursery conditions. The variety demonstrated strong rooting success, rapid establishment, and uniform growth across multiple batches.
Following extensive and ultimately successful propagation trials, production material was distributed to growers and trial sites across Victoria, New South Wales and, South Australia, to assess performance under a range of Australian climatic conditions including coastal exposure, inland heat, and cooler southern environments.
Throughout the trial program, ‘Sunset Velvet’ consistently demonstrated strong flowering performance, compact growth habit, excellent foliage quality, and good drought tolerance once established. The variety also showed strong resistance to powdery mildew, with no significant pest or disease issues observed during the trial period.
	Please describe how you would support promotion of this plant if selected as a finalist or winner You may wish to include information about photography marketing assets retail support materials social media activity media opportunities and other promotional activitiesRow1: Southern Flora Innovations would actively support promotional activities associated with Plant of the Year through the provision of professional photography, video assets, plant information, grower interviews and consumer-facing content.

Existing marketing assets include product photography, point-of-sale material, bench cards, plant labels, website content and social media resources.

The business would support media opportunities, retailer communications, industry promotions and digital marketing campaigns to maximise awareness of the plant throughout the award year.
	Outline any ideas you have for showcasing or promoting this plant through Melbourne International Flower  Garden Show Examples may include displays demonstrations giveaways media opportunities retail activations educational content or consumer engagement activitiesRow1: Salvia ‘Sunset Velvet’ lends itself strongly to Melbourne International Flower & Garden Show activation opportunities. 

Potential initiatives include:
- Feature plantings within display gardens
- Consumer giveaway promotions
- Pollinator-friendly garden demonstrations
- Educational content highlighting drought tolerance and biodiversity benefits
- Media interviews and grower presentations

The variety's vibrant flower colour and long flowering period make it particularly effective as a visual feature plant within show displays and promotional campaigns.
	Do you have a media contactrepresentative Name position phone emailRow1: Emily Dawson | Marketing & Product Development Manager | 0418 555 204 | emily@southernflorainnovations.com.au  
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